
Beginner’s Guide to Swahili Greetings

Learning how to greet people is one of the most important steps in understanding Swahili language
and culture. Greetings are not just words — they reflect respect, community, and connection.

Why Greetings Matter in Swahili Culture
In Swahili culture, greetings are essential in daily interactions. It is considered polite and respectful
to greet someone before starting a conversation.

1 Show respect and good manners

2 Help build relationships

3 Reflect cultural values

Common Swahili Greetings
Hello / Hi
Swahili: Jambo
Used in formal or neutral situations.

How are you?
Swahili: Habari
Responses: Nzuri, Salama, Nzuri sana

Good Morning
Swahili: Habari za asubuhi

Good Afternoon
Swahili: Habari za mchana

Good Evening
Swahili: Habari za jioni

Respectful Greeting (Elders)
Swahili: Shikamoo
Response: Marahaba

Example Conversation

1 Person A: Habari

2 Person B: Nzuri, na wewe?

3 Person A: Nzuri sana

Cultural Tip
In Swahili culture, greetings can be longer than in many other cultures. It is common to ask about
family, work, and health to show care and respect.



Practice Exercise

1 Greet a friend using 'Habari'

2 Respond with 'Nzuri sana'

3 Practice saying 'Shikamoo' to an elder

Want to learn more? Explore our full Swahili language courses designed for beginners to advanced
learners.


